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Since then, however, he has communicated them officially
to Baron Haymerle with a suggestion that Austria would do well
to encourage an exchange of ideas among the Powers as to the
best means of localizing the war if it cannot be prevented.

Personally, I am under the impression that a confidential
exchange of ideas on the subject of localizing the coming war
had already taken place some time since between Germany,
Austria and Russia. . . .ni

At Lord Odo's suggestion, Mr. Goschen visited Berlin on
his way to Constantinople. Here he secured a notable success,
for he induced Bismarck himself to take the initiative in making
a new proposal.

Lord Odo rejoiced at this change of policy. "He takes the lead
overnight and initiates a proposal which will necessitate the
use of a fleet and may involve contingent coercion." It was
largely owing to Lord Odo Russell's efforts that Mr. Goschen
had visited Bismarck with the invitation to him to take the lead,
accompanied by a promise of British support. The suggestion
had borne most desirable fruit. . . . "For ten years have I
preached confidence in Bismarck as a means of success in
foreign policy, but in vain! I never could overcome the deep-
rooted distrust his wish for a cordial settlement with England
inspired at home. The coming settlement of the Greek question
in concert with Germany will, I trust, remove that feeling of
mistrust for the future."2

The new proposal was that the six representatives of the
Powers were to arrange yet a fresh frontier line. Greece was
to be mollified by an offer of territory equal in amount to the
Berlin award, but substituting Crete for that part of Epirus
"where the pressure of Albanian Mussulmans would prove a
source of discontent and trouble and of weakness also to Greece
in the future.'* Greece was to be approached first, with encourag-
ing promises of moral support and Turkey was to be warned
that serious consequences would follow farther prevarication.
... If diplomacy failed in this last attempt, diplomacy would
have to occupy itself with the problem of localizing the conflict.8

1See also G.P. IV. pp.23-24.
^itzmaurice: Granville. II. 228.

8F.O. 64. 979. No. 70. Mr. Millbank for Lord Odo Russell. 7 February
1881.